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254 Book Notices. 

siderable detail to our knowledge of the mineral wealth of New Caledonia, which is 
unusually blessed in this regard. He gives three chapters to the geology of the 
island, and describes the nickel and cobalt mines with much fulness. Copper and 
other minerals are also described, and nearly ioo pages are given to the coal mines. 
The plates show the present state of mining development in some of the principal 
regions. This island and Canada supply nearly all the nickel of the world, and New 
Caledonia is practically the only source of cobalt. 

The Mediterranean Traveller. A Handbook of Practical Infor- 
mation. By D. E. Iiorenz. 367 pp., 90 Illustrations, 15 Maps and Plans, 
and Index. Fleming H. Revell Company, New York and Chicago, 1905. 
(Price, $2.50.) 
Especially prepared for those who visit chiefly the important coast cities. The 
author's purpose was to arrange just the information desired of the Mediterranean 
coast show-places, omitting the inland regions, excepting the Holy Land, Egypt, 
Italy, and Southern Spain, whose various points of interest are fully described. The 
book will meet the need of such tourists as do not intend to penetrate to many places 
behind the coasts, to which most guide-books devote the larger part of their space. 
A page of condensed statistical information and a short bibliography for each coun- 
try described are useful features. The letterpress is not in the dry style of the 
ordinary guide-book, but is pithy and interesting in its way of calling attention to 
things to be seen and remembered. 

The large granite columns recently placed in position at the Cathedral of St. 
John the Divine on Morningside Heights, New York, weigh ninety tons each. This 
volume tells of three blocks of stone in the enclosing wall at the Great Temple of 
Baalbek, which are from 62 to 64 feet long and about 13 feet square, each weighing 
about 1,000 tons. 

How these monster stones were brought from the quarry a mile away and raised, as in some in- 
stances, to a height nearly a hundred feet foom the ground will, perhaps, forever remain a mystery, 
especially as it is asserted that the temple was built before the invention of the lever or the derrick. 
The usual theory is that they were rolled up an inclined plane of earth especially prepared for the 
purpose. 

Near the quarry itself lies an even larger stone, some seventy feet long and fifteen feet wide, weigh- 
ing about 1,500 tons, the largest single stone ever quarried and removed from its original place. 

A good map in colours shows the communications between the coasts and all parts 
of Europe. The black maps of countries and the plans of towns are, most of them, 
on too small a scale and too inadequately executed to be serviceable. 

The Garden of Asia. Impressions from Japan. By Reginald J. 
Farrar. xi and 296 pp. Methuen & Co., London, 1904. (Price, 6 sh.) 

A book of impressions rather than of information. The author set himself a 
difficult task in trying to translate into words the charm that Japan has for the dis- 
cerning. It is for those who have genuinely felt the charm to say whether his words 
have adequately translated it. But many who have never seen Japan will agree that 
these word-pictures make very pleasant reading. This extract, from the chapter on 
" Shops and Shopping," is a fair sample of the volume : 

In the matted inner room sits a beautiful aged mail, with the air, the bearded dignity of a sanctified 
sage. Reluctantly, and with no desire to sell, he produces for us small gems, Chinese cups and bottles 
— wonderfully glazed and enamelled with jewels of colour — or green saucers of ade, or the refinements 
of some Japanese toy in bronze. Everything on his shelves has an air of meticulous cleanliness that 
suits with its dainty elegancies of contrivance. 

So, without any enthusiasm, the old prophet sits among his treasures, dreading the necessity of sell- 
ing any. He remains immovable in the matter of price. He does not want you to buy his darlings and 
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carry them away. But, if you really desire them, well, you can take them at his valuation or leave 
them. And he would prefer this latter alternative. However, the purchase once completed, he follows 
David's sensible example after his baby's death, and becomes cheerful in the face of the irremediable. 
He goes into another room, leaving us with the cakes and tea that he has ordered for our entertain- 
ment, and returns in a moment with some little fragile, charming present of courtesy — some little 
carving in wood or kettle in coloured faience. So he bows us out and returns to his meditations in the 
fragrant dusk of his cavern. 

The Australian Handbook (including New Zealand, Fiji, and New- 
Guinea) for 1905. 676 pp., Directory and Business Guide, 223 pp., 4 
Pictures, 34 Maps and Index. Gordon & Gotch, London, Melbourne, etc., 1905. 
Contains a large variety of facts important for every one who wishes special 
information about the Australian Commonwealth and other British possessions in the 
Pacific Ocean. Much space is devoted to the exploration, the geography and 
geology, resources and statistics of each State and colony. All towns are briefly 
described, and the tariff schedules, land and mining regulations, etc., are given. 
The maps include black railroad maps of each State and colony, coloured maps of 
the same subdivisions ; plans of Perth, Melbourne, Adelaide, Wellington, Auckland,. 
Dunedin, Christchurch, and Brisbane; the distribution of minerals in New South 
Wales, and 4 maps in colours showing the present condition of exploration in Aus- 
tralia, its orographical features, mean annual rainfall, and distribution of vegetation, 
and cultivated crops. 

Wanderings in the Great Forests of Borneo. By Odoardo Bec- 

cari. Translated by Dr. Enrico H. Giglioli, and revised and edited by F. H. H. 

Guillemard. xxiv, and 424 pp., 61 Illustrations, Maps of Borneo and Sarawak, 

Appendix and Index. Archibald Constable & Co., Ltd., London, 1904. 

(Price, 16s.) 

Dr. Beccari only recently prepared for publication this account of his researches 

in natural history in Sarawak, North Borneo, though the work he describes was done 

nearly forty years ago. The scientific world will be glad that he yielded to the 

advice of his friends and has written this interesting and sympathetic story of 

nature as he found it in Borneo. The work is not out of date, because, as Lady 

Brooke told Dr. Beccari and as Dr. Guillemard assures his English readers, the vast 

primeval forests through which the author leads the way in so interesting a manner 

are to-day as they have been from almost the beginning of things. This record of 

his early work in Borneo comes after many years of travel and exploration, whose 

scientific results have been published and whose collections have enriched the great 

museums of Italy and other countries. His wide knowledge of his special topics 

gives much value to his descriptions and his theories, though many may not agree 

with his views as to the origin of species. 

The Cultivation and Preparation of Para Rubber. By W. H. 
Johnson, viii and 99 pp., 6 Illustrations and Index. Crosby Lockwood & 
Son, London, 1904. (Price, 7s. 6d.) 

The fact that the supply of rubber collected from trees and vines growing wild in 
the forests, bids fair, before many years, to be inadequate for the needs of commerce, 
gives large importance to the present efforts to develop rubber plantations. Many 
of these enterprises have met with poor success, as was to be expected in the stage of 
experimentation. Rubber-planting, however, is increasing in Brazil and in the 
Congo Free State, and has prospered in an exceptional manner in Ceylon and the 
Malay Peninsula, where it is developing into a large industry. 

The Para rubber tree (Hevea brasiliensis) is the plant that.seems to have flourished 



